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Special Announcement 

Global Perspective on Disability Studies: 

Expansion of Submissions to  
Those in an Author’s Native Language 

Other than English 

Sona Kazemi 
Ohio State University 

Patricia Morrissey 
Center on Disability Studies, University of Hawaii at Manoa 

Hemachandran Karah 
Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

The Review of Disability Studies: An International Journal (RDS) is pleased to announce 

an experiment within the journal section ‘Global Perspective on Disability Studies’ and the 2020 

call for submissions. We welcome research papers of no more than 20 pages and other 

submissions of no more than three pages. We will consider one research paper and one other 

submission of no more than three pages for each issue beginning in April 2020 for this journal 

section. We will assume the responsibility and cost of translation. Accepted submissions will be 

published in the author’s native language and in English in the October and December issues of 

the journal. This is truly a multilingual conversation, and we would like to take on these 

arrangements step by step. Should this endeavor prove viable in terms of cost and time, we will 

continue it throughout 2021 and decide by January 2022, whether to make it a permanent feature. 

Please submit at https://rdsjournal.org, (deadline April 30, 2020). For additional questions please 

contact (rdsj@hawaii.edu). 

Our experiment in bilingual publishing will open the door to new authors for English-

speaking journal audiences and to those who speak an author’s language (other than English). 

We hope this will offer opportunities to be published to individuals who do not write in English, 

especially those with disabilities who have a lot to share, but neither the time nor resources to 

arrange for technically acceptable translations into English. They may concentrate on what they 

want to share on a myriad of topics – activism, corporeal pain, structural violence, discriminatory 

interpersonal bonding, and caregiving – and leave the translation to us. Those of us who speak 

English will have access to fresh voices who can expand our perspectives about having a 

disability and teach us new strategies for promoting meaningful, sustainable community equality 

for all minds and bodies! 

Authors are welcome to make submissions in their own languages, no matter the range 

and scope of their demographic reach. We will make use of the services of translators around the 

https://rdsjournal.org/
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globe, who will make these submissions accessible in English. Authors may draw insights on the 

following broad themes when making submissions that are native to their disability cultures and 

communities.  

• Strategies to expand access and opportunities for success in varied contexts – education, 

employment, health care, housing, transportation, leisure, policy development, civic 

engagement, and decision making. 

• Emotional registers and disability 

• Transnational, Black, and Indigenous narratives of disability 

• Traumatized communities and historical memory 

• Madness, resistance and resilience 

• Experience and commentary on trauma, torture, and imprisonment 

• Cultural memory and disability history 

• Disappearing languages, dialects, and disability 

• Language of charity, human rights, and disability 

• Sign languages and disability pride 

• Disabilities, orature, and folklore 

About RDS 

Focus and Scope 

The Review of Disability Studies: An International Journal (RDS) is an open-access 

journal that provides an international forum for people with disabilities, academics, 

professionals, artists and creators from all backgrounds and expertise to express ideas relevant to 

disability studies and people with disabilities. 

RDS is a peer-reviewed open access academic journal that is targeted towards any person 

interested in disability studies. We have readers and authors from all over the world. We accept 

submissions covering a range of disciplines within disciplines as well as creative works 

expressing ideas in the area of disability. The journal is published four times a year, and each 

issue runs approximately 50 pages. The RDS journal contains the following sections:  

1. Research & Essays (anonymous peer reviewed articles of a scholarly nature) 

2. Forums (collections of articles on special topics or geographical areas, conference 

proceedings, student or "up and coming disability scholars" collections) 

3. Creative Works (poetry, photography, film, fiction, visual arts) 
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4. Global Perspectives (narratives from across the globe, commentary, curriculum, teaching 

texts and resources, strategies for integrating disability studies into various disciplines, 

community updates on social justice struggles, and historical pieces or discussion 

concerning disability).  

5. Multi-Media Reviews (reviews of films, social network sites, blogs, online magazines, 

websites, notes on performance arts enriched by disabilities) 

6. Notes from the Field (announcements of conferences, jobs, events, new publications, 

other current happenings) 

7. Disability Studies Dissertation Abstracts (abstracts of dissertations that add value to the 

disability studies field) 

Review of Disability Studies: An International Journal 

Center on Disability Studies, University of Hawaii at Manoa 

Email: rdsj@hawaii.edu 

Phone: (808) 956-2065 

Website: https://www.rds.hawaii.edu/ 

1410 Lower Campus Road, #171F  

Honolulu, HI 96822 
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