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This second edition of Instructional Materials for Teaching Sociology & 
Disability Studies is a collection of syllabi and articles related to teaching disability 
studies and sociology. As an interdisciplinary field, disability studies can trace some of 
its theoretical roots to sociology, drawing on works such as Parsons’ classic work on the 
“sick role,” in The Social System (1951) and Goffman’s Asylums (1961) and Stigma 
(1968). On the other hand, disability has been an issue of sociological inquiry in subfields 
such as medical sociology, deviance, social problems, social welfare and social policy, as 
well as recent studies of new social movements, identity politics, and the sociology of 
body. Nevertheless, a sociological course focusing solely on disability issues is fairly 
new. Sponsored by the American Sociological Association (ASA) committee on the 
status of persons with disabilities, this edited volume intends to promote disability issues 
in existing courses as well as the development of new courses on disabilities. 

 
Considering the interdisciplinary and diverse nature of the field, Schlesinger and 

Taub collected materials from several resources including Footnotes, the newsletter of 
ASA; the Society for Disability Studies email listserv, and personal contacts. Courses 
taught by sociologists, listed in sociology department catalogs and disability studies 
courses with a sociological focus were included. 

 
The volume is divided into eight sections. Section I explains the rationale of 

editing this volume and its structure. Section II contains several articles which advocate 
the significance of disability studies. Section III covers syllabi from disability studies 
courses, other interdisciplinary courses, and courses taught outside the United States. 
Section IV reproduces syllabi for courses that focus on disability from a sociological 
perspective. Section V includes syllabi for courses that combine disability studies with 
other fields such as health, gender, and social policy. Section VI selects articles and 
syllabi for courses in sociology, such as social problems and politics and sociology of 
deviance that address disability issues. Section VII presents a variety of assignments such 
as library research, film, and video projects. Section VIII provides relevant references for 
teaching disability. 

 



Schlesinger and Taub successfully organize course syllabi to present different 
ways of incorporating disability studies and sociology. Although Instructional Materials 
for Teaching Sociology & Disability Studies is mainly written for instructors who are 
interested in disability studies and sociology, anyone who is interested in teaching 
disability studies or related issues at the collegiate level and above will find this edited 
volume helpful. The section on exercises and assignments in particular will help 
instructors plan different class activities and make their collegiate level class more 
interesting. Students in disability studies will also find rich resources in this volume. In 
addition, readers can grasp a sense of the history of the development of disability studies 
and sociology. 

 
To create a new topic in an established academic discipline is not easy. Since the 

American Sociological Association formally accepted the section application of 
Disability and Society in 2007, this volume will become a useful tool for every sociology 
department to develop courses on disabilities and to include disability issues into existing 
courses. 
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