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Recovery from the pandemic has highlighted many long existing inequities in access 
and quality of health care. Among familiar lines of wealth and class, much of the world is 
emerging from what we all hope to be the last days of a pandemic few will be sad to leave. 
Access to vaccinations and necessary care has spread unevenly across our global 
communities. At the same time, for many nations in recovery, in spite of considerable 
challenges, many citizens have found some benefits in unexpected types of access this time 
has afforded: the near universality of remote work, access to art and cultural events made 
widely available with accessibility measures and reasonable or free cost. There are some 
lessons many of us hope will not be lost in the after days. 

Among these lessons has been greater questioning. As necessities of these days (that 
we still haven’t agreed on a name for) have invited us to reimagine what work means, what 
education means, what art performance means, intensified calls for justice have insisted we 
also re-examine many of our other institutions. What should a just police force look like? 
This has been a central question that has only intensified during this period. 

At the same time, there have been things neglected in our questions. In the United 
States, among calls for reform, little attention is brought to the lack of attention (and money) 
given to training those we entrust to serve. According to the Institute for Criminal Justice 
Training Reform, the average police officer in the United States gets less training than most 
plumbers, with most states allowing officers to serve before they have basic training. 

Among the areas in which officers could receive better training is how to respond 
appropriately to the needs of people with disabilities. (Some organizations are making 
concerted efforts to make up for this gap by providing their own training to officers and 
communities, as the Arc does.) This type of training is especially important because of the 
neglected intersection of race and disability. What little data we have available suggests that 
the bulk of people killed in encounters with police in the United States are people with 
disabilities, perhaps as much as 70%; we do not know for certain. There has never been one 

single reliable database that keeps track. As President of the Board of the United States 
International Council on Disabilities Pat Morrissey’s blog post in this issue’s Notes from the 
Field section reminds us, data matters and can be a necessary part of the actions we take to 
ensure that the needs of all people with disabilities are met. And as Liz Weintraub, Senior 
Advocacy Specialist, AUCD Public Policy Team, regularly reminds us, “all means all.” 

With this in mind, we hope that among the lessons not lost in this extraordinary time 
will be the importance of greater data on the impact of police violence on the lives of people 
with disabilities, and most importantly, the right action to address it. Among these actions, we 
feel is the clear need for more wide-spread training (like the Arc provides) in identifying,
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interacting with, and accommodating people with disabilities. This is of course not a 
uniquely North American concern. Our Global Perspectives editors and featured article 
remind us of the importance of cross-border conversations and the ways solidarity can 
amplify all our voices. These are among lessons we feel worth keeping as we reimagine 
our best possible futures together.

Editorial: Lessons Not Lost 
https://rdsjournal.org/index.php/journal/article/view/1097 is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. Based on a work at 

https://rdsjournal.org/index.php/journal/article/view/1097
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://rdsjournal.org



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		1097_RDSv17i2_Editorial_PublicationFinal_Word_6.25.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


