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Abstract

"From believing in yourself to performance" by three acid attack survivors, Mohsen,
Mortazavi, Maryam Zamani, and Elham Soltani, with the honorary presence of the
professional actress, Shima Khosh Akhlagh. Directed by Javad Rahimi. Executive producer:
Payam Ahmadi.
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Vengeance in Crime
A stage production by Drama Workshop

Featuring three survivors of acid attacks, From Self-respect to the Stage production
was warmly acclaimed by a large audience. Mohsen Mortazavi, Maryam Zamani and Elham
Soltani starred in the play produced by Drama Workshop following months of preparation
and rehearsals. The theme of the production is centered on raising awareness on the plight of
victims of acid attacks and helping to fight ableism and change public perceptions.

In this production, Nima is a 32-year-old son facing family conflict including
persecution by his step-mother. He leaves home and becomes involved in crime before falling
in love with Elham. The couple soon marry despite opposition from their respective families.
However their new life is riddled with domestic violence thanks to Nima’s abusive behavior.
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In the end, Nima throws acid on Elham and puts a criminal end to their arguments.
Masoumeh, Elham’s mother, is unwittingly caught up in this hideous crime despite
attempting to bring about peace and reconciliation.

Speaking to Sona Kazemi, Maryam Zamani, herself a victim of acid attack, remarks:

‘This was my first acting experience in a staged production. I was pleased to be a part
of this show and share my trauma with friends, audience and victims of acid attacks.
It was deeply rewarding to face the applause and appreciation of the audience after
my first show. This is a reminder to other victims that they too can showcase their
experiences on stage. I hope this production offers a fresh perspective to help victims
of acid attacks regain their self-respect and a small step to raise awareness about
acid attack tragedies. I wish the best of recovery and health for all acid attack
victims.’

Volunteer Actor: Shima Khosheghbal
Director: Javad Rahimi
Executive Producer: Payam Ahmadi

Image description: A dark background. Once
can spot a young woman (Shima
Khosheghbal) covered in hijab, sitting on a
stool at the back. Lots of bottles with
transparent liquid can be seen knocked down.
Stools also appear strewn around. Up in the
front, Maryam Zamani, a middle-age woman,
covered in hijab, can be seen looking down
as though she can keenly observe something
around the feet of a man in front of her. Her
face appears visibly burnt. A
younger-looking man (Mohsen Mortazavi) is
standing up in front of her a few feet away.
He wears a cap, and his face is visibly burnt.
He looks away.

Global Perspectives Editors’ comment: We are honored to bring this image description for
you. Via image description, we discovered our own version of ‘access intimacy’. At one end,
Sona described the image to Hemachandran, and on the other side, Hemachandran was able
to come up with the right description in favor of accessibility.
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